THANK GOD FOR THE RESURRECTION! 
Message by Willis E. Bishop 
1397 


I Corinthians 15:1-4 contains the Apostle Paul's "gospel in a nut¬ 
shell." It is Paul's affirmation of his belief in the death, burial 
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ actually died (I Cor. 15:3). Jesus had told his disciples 
that he would die, and on the cross he dismissed his spirit (John 
19:30). The soldiers at the cross knew he was dead for they pierced 
his side (John 19:34). Pontius Pilate was satisfied that Jesus was 
dead before releasing his body to Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus 
(Mark 15: 44, 45). The Lord's enemies knew he was dead for they 
sealed the tomb and set a guard (Matthew 27:62-66). 

Christ actually was buried (I Cor. 15:4). Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus wound his body with spices in linen cloths and buried him 
in Joseph's own tomb (John 19:38-42; Matthew 27:59 and 60). Mary 
Magdalene and another Mary witnessed the burial (Matthew 27:61). 

Christ actually arose [from the grave] (I Cor. 15:4). The disciple, 
John, was convinced by the grave clothes that Christ had arisen 
(John 20:6-8). The angel at the tomb told the women that he had 
"risen from the dead" (Matthew 28:5, 6). Mary Magdalene testified 

that she had seen the risen Lord (John 20:18). Jesus appeared to 
his disciples through closed doors (John 20:19). Two men on the 
road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32) said, "Did not our heart burn within 
us while He [walked and] talked with us on the road, and while He 
opened the Scriptures to us?" And in I Corinthians 15:6 we are told 
that more than five hundred people saw the risen Lord at one time, 
with the majority of those witnesses still alive at the time of 
Paul's writing twenty-three years later. Christ taught his dis¬ 
ciples for forty days before his ascension into Heaven (Acts 1:3). 
His enemies knew he was alive again for they paid the soldiers to 
lie and say the body had been stolen (Matthew 28:12-15). Ten of the 
disciples died willingly as martyrs because of their teaching of the 
resurrection. And who would die willingly for a lie? 

With all believers, we can join in the "Apostles' Creed" that Christ 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, he was crucified, dead and buried, 
and rose again the third day. 

Now, three reasons to say "Thank God for the resurrection": 

First, Christ's resurrection is a guarantee that our sins are paid 
for. "He died on behalf of our sins" (I Cor. 15:3). "If Christ is 
not risen ... you are still in your sins" (I Cor. 15:17). 

Second, Christ's resurrection gives us a worthwhile service in this 
life. We do not serve a dead hero but a living Savior. 


Third, 
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(I John 3:2). "So shall we ever be with the Lord" (I Thessalonians 
4:17). "For this corruptible [body] must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal [body] must put on immortality..." and then the words of 
Scripture will be fulfilled that "Death is swallowed up in victory" 
(I Cor. 15:53 and 54). 

Conclusion: 

Abraham’s tomb is occupied. Confucius' tomb is occupied. Buddha's 
tomb is occupied. Mohammed's tomb is occupied. Even the religious 
leader who claimed there is no death is in her grave outside Boston 
BUT, JESUS' TOMB IS EMPTY! 

We can surely say, "Thank God for the resurrection!" 
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